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Special points of 19Days: That 6s how |l ong my stay was at the
interest: Mercy Medical Center in beautiful downtown Des Moines. Days start to all roll
« J&P Open House together. My calendar is based more on when a procedure is done, rather than the
Ride Sat June actual day or date. But after 3 chest tubes, 4 procedures, 3.5 liters of fluid drained
23 see details and more CTscansandxay s than | could couhlt07. | wa
inside | discovered some interesting quirks about hospital life. They wanted me to get up
. Tues June 26th and walk around to avoid blood clots in my legs. Even gave me blood thinner and
ChapterMeeting pneumatic compression devices to wear on my legs while in the bed. However,
7:00pm Ames whenever | needed leave my room to go to radiology, or to have a procedure done,
Powersports they would take me in a wheel chair, or worse, a bed. If | gotta walk, let me walk!!
Al so, why to they always draw bl ood so
into really good sl eep?? Why are the |
Why do they always check my temperature right after | break a fever? Why is the
phone placed just out of reach? And | e

thank all those that stopped by to see me, and those that called. It really helped the

AMi dni ght 19days go by quick. Ok, not so quick, but it still helped. Thanks!

bugs taste the

best . O Special Thanks:l want to publicly thank a couple people who really stepped up
while | 6ve been down and out. Denny Qu
presidential duties that | was unable to complete. And Dave Wilkins for helping out
with the shirt order, including driving to Boone the day of the May meeting to pick
up the shirts (and the Porkyés Bench Si
day.

Inside this issue: ShirtOrder: Al most everyone picked up their s
still holding yours Keith!) Those waiting for the shop shirts, (and you know who you

are) we will probably not have them by the June meeting, but shortly after. Since it

is a small number, weoll probably work
Calendar 3 some extras, so if you didnét get a cha
They will be at the June meeting for purchase.

Tales fron the Roa2l

Ride information

Por ky 6 s B &Me bake tHe isignnand just need to set a time to mount it on

t he bench. Dave Wil kins and | are work

sign it up.

STARDays: | t s only about a month away. Th

a short planning meeting immediately after our regular June meeting at Ames Power
el /] Sports at 7pm on the 96

Fall Leave Ride: The dates are Oct. 4. If you are going, you need to make your
Bi kerds gui degwnvheteldeservations by calling the Holiday Inn Express in Keokuk, IA ab349
of wi sdomeé 8000 and ask for the Mitbwa Star room block.

...throughout

newsletter Bi ker 6 s Gu ETR Daysas caninfy ep:next month. Sturgis is in August.

The call of the open road is pulling at
Life quotes center around life on the road. Enjoy!

Li feds Short, Ri de Har d!
Shark
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The Longing
By Shark

Days all run into each other when you:
by the date on a calendar, but on which procedure is being done that day.
wh e rP@tting a chest tube in, taking one out, CT scan, x-ray, blood tests. The high-
light activity is getting to go for a walk, while pushing your IV pole, and carry-
ing the collection 6bucketd for your <c
outside on the deck up on the 8" floor.

oOoHome i s
your bike sits
still long enough
to let the engine

cool down. 0 Thiswasmylife. Soimagine my heightened excitement when | got a late
night phone call that simply asked fAwh
but about 10 minutes later there was a light knock on my door. Mary had al-
ready visited and gone home, so | knew
had just been in to Acheck my vitalso

night TV viewing (Did you know that the X-Files are on at 3:00 in the morn-

ing!!") when two leather clad gladiators strolled into my room. Dave Wilkins

and Denny Quick decided to stop by aft
Thursday night. I hadndét enjoyed a bi
oODondt sl eep hadthoughtit might be good to bring Bike Night up to me. We chatted,

here your foot talked about my latest procedure. Dave compared it to his procedures six

. : years ago. Tal ked about who from t he
can hit the kick was very crowded. They even brought up a little touch of hooch to help me
tand. 0 take the edge off. But with the medication | was already on, the edge had left

a long time ago. They told me about how they had to go through security in
the emergency room to get into the hospital this late at night. And about how
they kept trying to remember my real name to give to the guards. (Thus the
phone call.) Finally it was time for them to leave. We said goodbyes, told me
to get well quick and to leave the nurses alone. Then they were gone.

You know how after you have a house full of people, then they all leave, how
empty it feels? Well, thatoés just wha
N bed and decided to look out my window. From my 6 floor vantage point, |
AThe only g o0 Aafa great view of the parking lot, and the endless traffic that runs up and

view of a thunder down University Ave. | caught a movement from out of the glow of the hospi-

storm is in your tal lights, into the dark of the parking lot. It was the gladiators. They walked

rearvi ew mi r fifterent figm normal people. With the heavy leather on, and striding in their
boot s, itos that bi kerd6s wal k that i s

they got to their bikes. Rain, or maybe just dew, had collected on their bikes.
Dave took out a towel from his tail bag and handed it to Denny. Carefully
wiping off his bike, then handing it back to Dave who did the same. Putting
on helmets, zipping up coats, and finally firing the engines up. | could hear
the rumble from the 6" floor!! There bikes were faced into a concrete wall, so
with their lights on they started playing Brights! Flicking on and off their
bright |ight to see where each otherés
and more chatter. Finally they backed out of the parking spot, revved the
motors and cruised through the parking lot, out towards University. As they
waited at the stop light, | stood at my window, hands pressed against the
glass, l onging to be out there, riding
o oo . ~ just to be on the bike again. It had been two months since | last twisted a
ASIEttino In tﬁ?ottlé anY 1nlssRd it. | missed the feel of the clutch picking up that next
doesnot put qga {h@s§und of the engine rumbling in my left ear, the feel of the wind as it
under your bgadses mybody and the sway of the bike as it steers from lane to lane. It

would be a while before | felt that again. But by watching these guys, they

allowed me, if even for a brief moment, to live through them and enjoy motor-

cycling again.
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0Saddl ebags can never hold everything you
everything you need. 6

Calendar and Ride Information:

June 23, 2007: J&P Open House Ride ...Bob Calmer is Ride Captain. Plan on
meeting at the Ankeny Diner (by the Best Western) in Ankeny at 7:45am. The Diner
is located at exit 92 off of [-35. Wheels rolling promptly at 8:00am.

FYI: The Diner is open for breakfast if you want to go early. We will ride to J&P
Cycle in Anamosa, lowa. For more information regarding the open house go to
www.jpcycles.com Look at the bottom of the page for the press release. For
guestions regarding the ride please contact Bob at 515 -238-4112 or email Bob at
bcalmer@mchsi.com.

June 26, 2007: Chapter meeting _7:00pm Ames Power Sports
Sharkoés back...website updateé.50/50 drawing
tickets, Iron Butt ride report...and much much more.

July 24-27, 2007: STAR Days Chattanooga, Tennessee see STAR Touring and
Riding website for more details. There are quite a few members going on this trip
so if you are interested in going please be

Congratulations to the newest

Todd Mason
John Ross

Scott Nelson
Ride date was June 12, 2007
WDM, lowa to Sterling, Colorado
1080 miles in 18 hours and 20 minutes
Full report from the road at the June meeting

oDondt ride so |l ate into the night th
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