
 

Mid Ia Star News 

 Special points of 

interest: 

J&P Open House 

Ride  Sat June 

23  see details 

inside  

 Tues June 26th  

ChapterMeeting   

7:00pm   Ames 

Powersports  

 

 

Mid Iowa Star    Chapter 210 

June  2007 

STAR Touring and Riding  

Inside this issue: 

Tales fron the Road 2 

Calendar 

Ride information 

3 

  

  

Website info 4 

Bikerõs guide, words 

of wisdomé 

...throughout       

newsletter 

 

  

 
ñMidnight 
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best.ò 

Sharkõs Thoughts And Ramblings 

June 2007  
19 Days:   Thatôs how long my stay was at the exotic vacation location known as 

Mercy Medical Center in beautiful downtown Des Moines.  Days start to all roll   

together.  My calendar is based more on when a procedure is done, rather than the 

actual day or date.  But after 3 chest tubes, 4 procedures, 3.5 liters of fluid drained 

and more CT scans and x-rays than I could count, I was finally óparoledô on 6-11-07.  

I discovered some interesting quirks about hospital life.  They wanted me to get up 

and walk around to avoid blood clots in my legs.  Even gave me blood thinner and 

pneumatic compression devices to wear on my legs while in the bed.  However, 

whenever I needed leave my room to go to radiology, or to have a procedure done, 

they would take me in a wheel chair, or worse, a bed.  If I gotta walk, let me walk!!  

Also, why to they always draw blood so early in the morning when Iôve just gotten 

into really good sleep??  Why are the IVôs placed where I have the most arm hair?  

Why do they always check my temperature right after I break a fever?  Why is the 

phone placed just out of reach?  And letôs not get started on the food!!  I want to 

thank all those that stopped by to see me, and those that called.  It really helped the 

19 days go by quick.  Ok, not so quick, but it still helped.  Thanks! 

 

Special Thanks: I want to publicly thank a couple people who really stepped up 

while Iôve been down and out.  Denny Quick ran the meetings and took over some 

presidential duties that I was unable to complete.  And Dave Wilkins for helping out 

with the shirt order, including driving to Boone the day of the May meeting to pick 

up the shirts (and the Porkyôs Bench Sign) so that you all could have the shirts that 

day. 

 

Shirt Order:  Almost everyone picked up their shirts at the May meeting.  (Weôre 

still holding yours Keith!) Those waiting for the shop shirts, (and you know who you 

are) we will probably not have them by the June meeting, but shortly after.  Since it 

is a small number, weôll probably work out delivery individually.  We also ordered 

some extras, so if you didnôt get a chance to put an order in, weôve got some for you.  

They will be at the June meeting for purchase. 

 

Porkyôs Bench Sign:  We have the sign, and just need to set a time to mount it on 

the bench.  Dave Wilkins and I are working that one.  Weôll let you know when the 

sign it up. 

 

STAR Days:  Itôs only about a month away.  Those that are going, weôd like to have 

a short planning meeting immediately after our regular June meeting at Ames Power 

Sports at 7pm on the 26th. 

 

Fall Leave Ride:  The dates are Oct. 12-14.  If you are going, you need to make your 

own hotel reservations by calling the Holiday Inn Express in Keokuk, IA at 319-524-

8000 and ask for the Mid-Iowa Star room block. 

 

Bikerôs Guide To Life: STAR Days is coming up next month.  Sturgis is in August.  

The call of the open road is pulling at all of us.  So this monthôs Bikerôs Guide to 

Life quotes center around life on the road.  Enjoy! 

 

Lifeôs Short, Ride Hard! 

Shark  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñSittinô in a tavern 

doesnôt put miles 

under your butt.ò 
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  The Longing 
By Shark 

 
  Days all run into each other when youôre in a hospital.  You donôt keep track 
by the date on a calendar, but on which procedure is being done that day.  
Putting a chest tube in, taking one out, CT scan, x-ray, blood tests.  The high-
light activity is getting to go for a walk, while pushing your IV pole, and carry-
ing the collection óbucketô for your chest tube.  With luck, you might get to go 
outside on the deck up on the 8th floor. 
 
This was my life.  So imagine my heightened excitement when I got a late 
night phone call that simply asked ñwhatôs your last nameò.  Odd I thought, 
but about 10 minutes later there was a light knock on my door.  Mary had al-
ready visited and gone home, so I knew it wasnôt her.  And the night nurse 
had just been in to ñcheck my vitalsò as they say.  I had settled in for my late 
night TV viewing (Did you know that the X-Files are on at 3:00 in the morn-
ing!!) when two leather clad gladiators strolled into my room.  Dave Wilkins 
and Denny Quick decided to stop by after Porkyôs bike night.  Thatôs right, itôs 
Thursday night.  I hadnôt enjoyed a bike night for some time.  But the boys 
had thought it might be good to bring Bike Night up to me.  We chatted, 
talked about my latest procedure.  Dave compared it to his procedures six 
years ago.  Talked about who from the chapter showed up at Porkyôs and if it 
was very crowded.  They even brought up a little touch of hooch to help me 
take the edge off.  But with the medication I was already on, the edge had left 
a long time ago.  They told me about how they had to go through security in 
the emergency room to get into the hospital this late at night.  And about how 
they kept trying to remember my real name to give to the guards. (Thus the 
phone call.)  Finally it was time for them to leave.  We said goodbyes, told me 
to get well quick and to leave the nurses alone.  Then they were gone. 
 
You know how after you have a house full of people, then they all leave, how 
empty it feels?  Well, thatôs just what it felt like.  I felt all alone.  I got out of 
bed and decided to look out my window.  From my 6th floor vantage point, I 
had a great view of the parking lot, and the endless traffic that runs up and 
down University Ave.  I caught a movement from out of the glow of the hospi-
tal lights, into the dark of the parking lot.  It was the gladiators.  They walked 
different from normal people.  With the heavy leather on, and striding in their 
boots, itôs that bikerôs walk that is unmistakable.  I could see them talking, as 
they got to their bikes.  Rain, or maybe just dew, had collected on their bikes.  
Dave took out a towel from his tail bag and handed it to Denny.  Carefully 
wiping off his bike, then handing it back to Dave who did the same.  Putting 
on helmets, zipping up coats, and finally firing the engines up.  I could hear 
the rumble from the 6th floor!!  There bikes were faced into a concrete wall, so 
with their lights on they started playing Brights!  Flicking on and off their 
bright light to see where each otherôs light pattern fell, whose was brighter, 
and more chatter.  Finally they backed out of the parking spot, revved the 
motors and cruised through the parking lot, out towards University.  As they 
waited at the stop light, I stood at my window, hands pressed against the 
glass, longing to be out there, riding with them.  Wouldnôt matter to where, 
just to be on the bike again.  It had been two months since I last twisted a 
throttle, and I missed it.  I missed the feel of the clutch picking up that next 
gear, the sound of the engine rumbling in my left ear, the feel of the wind as it 
passes my body and the sway of the bike as it steers from lane to lane.  It 
would be a while before I felt that again.  But by watching these guys, they 
allowed me, if even for a brief moment, to live through them and enjoy motor-
cycling again. 

òHome is where 

your bike sits 
still long enough 

to let the engine 
cool down.ó 

ñThe only good 
view of a thunder 
storm is in your 
rearview mirror.ò 

òDonõt sleep 

where your foot 

can hit the kick 

stand.ó 
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Calendar and Ride Information:  

 

June 23, 2007:  J&P Open House Ride ...Bob Calmer is Ride Captain.  Plan on 

meeting at the Ankeny Diner (by the Best Western) in Ankeny at 7:45am.  The Diner 

is       located at exit 92 off of I -35.  Wheels rolling promptly at 8:00am.  

FYI:  The Diner is open for breakfast if you want to go early.  We will ride to J&P    

Cycle in Anamosa, Iowa.  For more information regarding the open house go to  

www.jpcycles.com  Look at the bottom of the page for the press release.  For    

questions regarding the ride please contact Bob at 515 -238-4112 or email Bob at  

bcalmer@mchsi.com.  

 

June 26, 2007:  Chapter meeting  7:00pm Ames Power Sports   

Sharkõs back...website updateé.50/50 drawing will be held for the last 3 months 

tickets, Iron Butt ride report...and much much more.  

 

July 24-27, 2007:  STAR Days  Chattanooga, Tennessee  see STAR Touring and      

Riding website for more details.  There are quite a few members going on this trip 

so if you are interested in going please be at Juneõs meeting for more details. 

 

òDonõt ride so late into the night that you sleep through sunrise.ó 

òSaddlebags can never hold everything you want, but they can hold                     

everything you need.ó 

Congratulations to the newest 
Iron Butt Riders !!!!!!  

Todd Mason 
John Ross 

Scott Nelson 
Ride date was June 12, 2007 

WDM, Iowa to Sterling, Colorado 
1080 miles in 18 hours and 20 minutes 

Full report from the road at the June meeting  



 

President:  Shark 

515-306-7622 

 

Vice President:  Denny Quick 

515-669-6002 

 

 

 

Mid Iowa Star    

Chapter 210 

Mid Iowa STAR Chapter 210 

PO Box 681  

Slater, Iowa  50244 

Weõre on Web!!! 

www.midiastar.com 

515-727-1650  

ñPie and coffee are as important as gasoline.ò 


