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ñRiding faster 

than everyone 

else only   

guarantees 

youôll ride 

alone.ò 

Sharkõs Thoughts And Ramblings 
May 2007  

 

Ouch: By now youôve already heard about the abrupt halt to my spring riding 

season.  I had thought that whatever bad mojo had infected our chapter was 

expelled by the cold and snow of the past winter.  SURPRISE!!  I sincerely 

hope that I will be the first and last person in our chapter to go down in 2007.  

Weôre running out of people to kiss the pavement.  I came away with one 

piece of advice for those that will, or even for those that have:  Wear your hel-

met. 

 

New Bikes: On a much more pleasant note, there are a few members that will 

be showing up for rides on new horses.  Photo-Bob pulled the trigger on a 

brand new V-Star 1300 Tourer in ñDrop Dead Sexy Redô as Mary puts it.  

Photo-Bob bought it from Ames Power Sports and already had extras like 

passing lamps and luggage rack put on for two up riding.  Shirley, Bobôs wife, 

says thereôs much more room on the new bike, and feels ready for the road.  

They are planning to both go to STAR Days this year.  Dave Barrow also 

picked up a new Road Star from Ames Power Sports.  His is also red but with 

black cherry accents on it.  And from what I understand, he also got bags, 

windshield, chrome this and that put on as well.  Denny Quick is looking at 

buying Tim McCombôs classic black Road Star with all the extras.  Not sure 

what heôs decided yet, but I bet heôs close.  And yours truly might be in the 

market for a new bike as well!!  Watch for these new steeds on upcoming 

chapter rides. 

 

Shirt Order: Due to my extended stay in Arizona, the shirt order didnôt get to 

the vendor until 5-3-07.  With luck, we should have the shirts but the May 

meeting at Benchwarmers on May 29th. 

 

Porkyôs Bench Sign: If youôve been to Porkyôs Bike Night already this 

spring, you might be wondering where our sign is that is supposed to be on 

one of the benches out front.  Well, again, due to my extended stay in        

Arizona, the order for the sign didnôt go in until 5-3-07.  The sign should be 

done and on the bench by the end of the month. 

 

Bikerôs Guide To Life: With the chapter rides starting up this month, I 

thought group riding advice would be appropriate. 

 

With the pain medication that Iôm taking, there is a lot more rattling around in 

my head.  Some of it might be based in reality, but I think most of it isnôt.  So 

Iôll not tell you about my experience of writing a song with Linda Ronstadt 

and Glenn Frey at a honky tonk in New Orleans.  Better living through ad-

vanced chemistry.  

 

Lifeôs Short, Ride Hard! 
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Life Changed 
By Shark 

 

What a great week.  Managed to catch part of Arizona Bike Week, take Angie, my 

daughter, with me to the Southwest STAR-B-Q and meet up with all my friends from 

STAR in the this corner of the country.  Now itôs 3 days on the road to home.  Fi-

nally getting out of the gridlock of Phoenix and past Apache Junction.  Sunshine and 

80ôs:  Perfect riding weather. The mountain and the cactus are starting to swallow up 

highway 60.  Iôve got a great route home, up the Salt River Canyon and across the 

high desert in New Mexico.  Albuquerque tonight.  I wonder if Big Dog in Wichita 

has that shirt I like in my size yet.  Iôll pick that up Wednesday.  Ah, the road is fi-

nally back to two lanes, and starting to curve through the foothills.  Dang this traffic.  

I wish this minivan would move just a little faster.  This road is asking to be ridden.  

Passing lane up ahead.  Twist the throttle and away I go.  One, two, three cars and 

now a semi is trying to pass and taking all day.  Iôll wait for the next one.  More 

curves, saguaro cactus with their arms in the air.  Always looks like theyôre in the 

middle of getting held up.  Cave Creek.  Huh, seems we cross this creek several 

times.  But like typical Arizona creeks, thereôs no water in it.  Not like in Iowa.  

Heck, an Iowa creek would be a major river out here.  Getting higher in the moun-

tains now.  The road is really sweeping.  Another passing lane, around the semi, an-

other car, and a dark blue SUV.  I donôt think the guy in the SUV wanted me to pass 

him.  Too bad, so sad, the roadôs mine now!  Nobody in front of me, except wide 

open blacktop.  Huh, the SUV is holding on pretty well, let see how he does through 

these.  Not bad, I can still see him, but heôs losing ground. (Small grin)  Neat!  Tun-

nel through the mountains.  Rev up the engine, sounds great against the walls.  Echo 

baby!!  Roar out the other end.  Meatloaf on the mp3,  ñéIôm gonna hit the highway 

like a battering ram on a silver black phantom bikeéò  Another sweeper.  Sounds 

like Iôll need to replace the skid plates on my footboards when I get home.  Back the 

other wayé  ñéwhen the metal is hot and the engine is hungry and weôre all about 

to see the lightéò  What a great view.  Whereôd that SUV go.  Guess he just could-

nôt hang.  ñ And nothing really rocks and nothing really rolls and nothingôs really 

worth the cost.ò Top of the World Café, looks like a cool place.  Maybe next time 

Iôll have time to stop.  Find the perfect line and hold it, hold it.   ñ I can see myself, 

tearing up the road faster than any other boy has ever goneò   I canôt wait until I get 

into the canyon.  These are just the appetizers.  Getting chilly, Iôll need to stop in 

Globe and top off the tank and put on a long sleeve shirt.  Rolling into Miami.  No-

body in the rear view.  (bigger grin)  All those cars I passed are still down the moun-

tain.  Speed limitôs 35, better back down.  Looks like theyôre filling cracks in the 

blacktop in town.  Blow it out and fill it with tar.  Hot job for today.  Better back 

down a bit more.  Never know when one of these guys might step outside the barri-

cades.  Nice little mountain town.  Kinda empty though.  I wonder if they have this 

lane blocked off all the way to Globe.  Daveôs shop is in Globe, maybe Iôll stop by.  

Huh, whatôs that trucké.oh, shité.  Hard lefté Harder brakesé.. Heôs not mov-

ingé   OH SHITéé..    OHéé 

 

That last sentence took longer for you to read than it did to actually happen.  Before I 

realized it, I was on the pavement with a broken collar bone and all the ribs broke on 

my left side and myy Tour Deluxe mangled. The speed with which is all happened is 

still amazing to me.  I was enjoying the day, looking forward to three days on the 

road to home.  Life was good, and then it changed.     
 

 

òIf youõre a   

complainer, ride 
at the back of 

the pack so you 
wonõt contami-
nate the rest of 

the group.ó 

ñIf you want to 
complain about 
the pace set by 
the road captain, 
you better be pre-
pared to lead the 
group yourself.ò 

òWhen you are 

riding lead, donõt 

spit.ó 
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Mayõs Meeting will be a dinner rideé. 

Date:  Tuesday May 29, 2007  

Time:  Meet at Polk City Kum N Go at 5:45pm, kickstands up at 6:00pm  

Short ride around Saylorville and area ending at Benchwarmers in Ankeny.  

Meeting will begin at approximately 7:00pm at Benchwarmers.  

 

If you canõt make the ride please join us at the meeting.  Remember itõs not the 

same without you.  

 

 

Great opportunities to ride with our groupé.. 

 

May 10, 2007   Porkys Bike Night ...meet @ Polk City Kum N Go @ 5:45pm.  Kick-

stands up at 6pm.  There is no ride leader for this group.  Whoever shows up will 

then just ride over to Porkys together.  

 

May 12, 2007  Sutliff Bridge Ride ...meet at the Ankeny Diner (by Ankeny Best   

Western) off I -35, exit 92 @ 8:00am for breakfast or plan on being in the parking lot 

by 8:45am.  Kickstands up at 9:00am.  Matt Huffman volunteered to take Sharkõs 

place as ride captain for this ride.  You can contact Matt at (H) 515 -432-0478 or (cell) 

515-441-0385  or email...mathffmn58@aol.com.  

 

 

May 27, 2007  Dan Sesker Memorial Poker Run...Ogden, Iowa  

Several members of our chapter will be participating in this poker run including 

Curtis Jens and Chuck Thompson.  Please plan on registering between 8AM -9AM in 

Ogden at the Ogden City Park (across from the middle school).  $5.00 per hand for 

the poker run.  Proceeds will go towards a college fund for Gage Sesker, daughter 

of Dan and Angie.  Point of contact for the event is Bob Ott @ 515 -275-3057.  Bob is 

not a member of our group.  A more detailed flyer was mailed out earlier this 

month.  We will organize the ride on the day of the event once we know how many 

people are attending.  Look for fellow STAR 210 members when you sign in.  

 

òDonõt lead the pack if you donõt know where you are going.ó 

òWear heavy boots...you canõt kick things when youõre wearing tennis shoes.ó 



 

President:  Shark 

515-306-7622 

 

Vice President:  Denny Quick 

515-669-6002 

 

 

 

Mid Iowa Star    

Chapter 210 

Mid Iowa STAR Chapter 210 

PO Box 681  

Slater, Iowa  50244 

Weõre on Web!!! 

www.midiastar.com 

515-727-1650  

ñOnly bikers understand why dogs like to stick their heads out car windows.ò 


